
OF THE 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER ADMINISTMTION 

I N  THE MATTER OF ) 
1 

THE BLUE GULCH CRITICAL) 
) 

GROUNDWATER AREA ) 

ORDER ESTABLISHING 
CRITICAL GROUNDWATER AREA 

WHEREAS, t h e  Idaho  Department o f  Water Admin i s t r a t ion  h a s  conducted a  s t u d y  

of t h e  groundwater  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  Blue Gulch Area,  and; 

WHEREAS, i n f o r m a t i o n  ga the red  d u r i n g  t h a t  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

r e s o u r c e  is  l i m i t e d  and t h a t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  development w a t e r  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  t h e  

a q u i f e r  sys tem a r e  d e c l i n i n g ,  and;  

WHEREAS, t h e  r e c o r d s  of t h e  depar tment  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  wi thdrawal  

and u s e  of groundwater  pur suan t  t o  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  pe rmi t s  t o t a l  more t h a n  four  

t imes  t h e  amount p r e s e n t l y  be ing  withdrawn from t h e  r e s o u r c e  and would exceed t h e  

r easonab ly  s a f e  supp ly ,  and;  

WHEREAS, S e c t i o n  42-233a, Idaho Code, r e q u i r e s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Depart-  

ment of Water A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  d e s i g n a t e  a r e a s  a s  " c r i t i c a l  groundwater a reas"  

i n  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s  where t h e r e  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  groundwater t o  p rov ide  a  reasonably 

s a f e  supp ly  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  of c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d s ,  o r  o t h e r  u s e s  i n  t h e  b a s i n  a t  

t h e  c u r r e n t  r a t e s  of wi thdrawal  o r  r a t e s  of wi thdrawal  p r o j e c t e d  by c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

of v a l i d  and o u t s t a n d i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  and p e r m i t s ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT I S  HEREBY ORDERED, t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  a r e a  be  

inc luded  w i t h i n  and d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  "Blue Gulch C r i t i c a l  Groundwater Area," 

pur suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  42-233a, Idaho Code: 

From t h e  p o i n t  of beginning a t  t h e  southwest  c o r n e r  o f  
S e c t i o n  31, T. 1 0  S. ,  R. 11 E., n o r t h  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  c o r n e r  
of S e c t i o n  6 ,  T. 1 0  S. ,  R. 11 E., thence  west  t o  t h e  south-  
wes t  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  35, T. 9 s . ,  R. 1 0  E.,  t h e n c e  n o r t h  
t o  t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r  of S e c t i o n  2 ,  T. 9 S . ,  R. 1 0  E., 
t hence  e a s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of S e c t i o n  1, T. 9 S . ,  
R. 10  E.,  t h e n c e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  6 ,  
T. 8 S . ,  R. 11 E., thence  e a s t  t o  t h e  Snake R i v e r ,  t hence  
upst ream t o  t h e  power p l a n t  i n  t h e  NW4NWk of S e c t i o n  3 ,  
T. 8 S.,  R. 1 3  E.,  thence s o u t h e a s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  road  from 
t h e  power p l a n t  t o  i ts  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  U.  S. Highway 30, thence  



s o u t n e a s t e r l y  along 6. S .  Highway 30 t o  the  l i n e  comon 
t o  Ranges 13 E. and 14 E . ,  thence south t o  t h e  sou theas t  
corner  of Sec t ion  24,  T.  8 S . ,  R. 13  E . ,  thence west t o  
t h e  Magic Water Company Main Canal,  thence s o u t h e r l y  along 
t h e  cana l  t o  i t s  source a t  Salmon F a l l s  Creek i n  t h e  
SE%$Ek of Sec t ion  2 ,  T. 10 S . ,  R. 13  E . ,  thence south- 
w e s t e r l y  along Salmon F a l l s  Creek t o  t h e  Township l i n e  
comon t o  Townships 10 S .  and 11 S. ,  thence west t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of beginning. 

Dated t h i s  9 t h  day of December, 1970. 


